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Rationale  

  

Reading is a vital skill that will support children’s learning across the whole curriculum. As a school, we will 
ensure that our children are taught to read with fluency, accuracy and understanding through a variety of 
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discreet and cross-curricular learning opportunities. Above all, we want children in our school to become 
enthusiastic, independent and reflective readers.  Essentially, we want children to enjoy reading.  
  

In order for our children to fulfil their potential in reading we need as much parental support as possible and 

our aim, with this policy, is to demonstrate how school and home can work together.  

  

Our Teaching Philosophy  

  

The development of reading cannot be seen in isolation from writing, speaking and listening/drama. The 
best readers are the best writers - we read as writers and write as readers! Strategies for writing, speaking 
and listening/drama therefore form an integral part of this reading policy and supported through the wider 
curriculum.   
  

In our school, we will strive to give pupils a stimulating environment, where reading materials are presented 
in an attractive and inviting way. Furthermore, within all lessons, we create an environment that stimulates 
the generation of ideas from texts where all ideas are accepted and valued.  
  

Teachers will act as role models in their enthusiasm for both reading and writing by keeping up to date with 

current children’s literature.  

  

Aims  

  

We will develop children’s reading within an integrated programme of writing and speaking and 

listening/drama. Our aims for reading are to:  

• Instil children with a love of reading that lasts for their lifetime, share with them an enthusiasm for 

children’s literature and help children to recognise the value of reading as a life skill.  

• Encourage children to become enthusiastic and reflective readers by introducing them to good quality 

books, from a variety of cultures and in a range of different styles and formats.  

• Develop our children’s understanding of a variety of text types including non-fiction, fiction, poetry and 

drama.  

• Develop children’s confidence, fluency, and independence when reading for different purposes.  

• Develop children’s abilities to reflect on and have an interest in what they have read and the language 

and punctuation choices made by the author.  

• Use drama and role-play, where appropriate, to immerse children in the text.  

• Ensure our children have sound phonic awareness and use a phonics first approach to reading.  

• Use ICT systems to access and locate texts.  

  

Teaching Approaches and Strategies  

  

Reading is taught throughout the whole school as part of our connected curriculum and as an integral part of 

the school day. Our approaches and strategies are summarised below.  

At Bushbury Lane Academy, we use the Read Write Inc (RWI) programme to get children off to a flying start 

with their literacy. RWI is a method of learning centred round letter sounds and phonics, and we use it to aid 

children in their reading and writing.  

  

Reading opens the door to learning. A child who reads a lot will become a good reader. A good reader will be 

able to read more challenging material. A child who reads challenging material is a child who will learn. The 

more a child learns, the more he or she will want to find out.  
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Using RWI, the children learn to read effortlessly so that they can put all their energy into comprehending 

what they read. It also allows them to spell effortlessly so that they can put all their energy into composing 

what they write.  

  

When using RWI to read the children will:  

• learn 44 sounds and the corresponding letter/letter groups using simple picture prompts  

• learn to read words using Fred Talk  

• read lively stories featuring words they have learned to sound out  

• show that they comprehend the stories by answering questions.  

When using RWI to write the children will:  

• learn to write the letters/letter groups which represent 44 sounds.  

• learn to write words by saying the sounds in Fred Talk  

• write simple sentences  

During our ‘mini adventures’, reading/comprehension and other areas of the curriculum, children will have 

the opportunity to experience a wide range of good quality texts (both fiction and non-fiction) and are 

encouraged to respond and reflect on these. Through the use of shared and independent reading, children 

will experience good models of reading and reading discussion, using a variety of quality texts written for a 

range of purposes.  

  

Read with RIC  

  

How does it work?  

  

1) We teach whole class reading instead of Guided Reading.  

Teachers choose a reading objective for the lesson, they plan activities which allow children to access this 

focus and they adapt the lesson as it goes along to allow all groups to make progress. It also allows teachers 

to work with the children that need it the most at that time. Teachers can differentiate through many ways: 

through the level of cognitive challenge, the difficulty of the text the children are working on; the questions 

they are asking them; the level of support they are receiving. The outcome of the lesson is mostly written. 

This removes the problem of independent groups, it allows teachers to focus on one overarching objective in 

depth and it better prepares children for the expectation of written responses at the end of KS2.  

  

2) We have an extended focus on reading objectives.  

Teaching whole class has allowed teachers to spend a greater amount of time on a focused overarching 

objective rather than skimming over them. Classes can look at how the reader’s feelings change towards 

characters as chapters progress. They can then chart feelings on line graphs; pick out phrases the author use 

to create those feeling within us; they can even used the quotes gathered to write a supported reasoned 

response. Teachers can then ask challenging questions that the whole class get to hear; Teachers support the 

lower ability by reading the chapter together and highlight quotes; teachers can take time to discuss the 

tricky vocabulary.   

  

3) We ensure readers still received reading support.  

Decoding skills are vital if children are to become effective readers and access all areas of the curriculum: It is 

the expectation that children are confident decoders of text by the time they reach year 3. For our children, 
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we have phonic support sessions which run in addition to our reading sessions, shared reading with an adult 

and DEAR time for children to listen to a story being read to them. It is important that they get the focus on 

decoding but this should not be at the detriment to the other objectives otherwise we end up with children 

who can bark at print but have poor comprehension skills.  

  

4) We introduce reading warm ups.  

We start off our Reading lessons with a “Read with R.I.C” activity. This is where the children look at a 

stimulus: it may be a poem, short video clip or a picture. They have three questions to answer which have 

Retrieval, Interpret and Choice focus. These short activities make children aware of the focuses for reading. 

They also allow lower ability children to access the different focus questions while removing the barrier of 

decoding text. Hopefully as their decoding skills improve, they will be move likely to exhibit skills in other 

focus areas when responding to texts.  

  

  

  
  

The new objectives are:   

Retrieve  

Interpret - including predictions  

Choice - including language, structure and presentation  

Viewpoint - including history and culture if appropriate  

Perform - to make way for the Reading objectives of performance poetry and play scripts  

Review - to include written recommendations, presentations and discussions as required in upper KS2  

  

  

Independent Reading  

  

Pupils will be given opportunities for independent reading of their reading scheme/library books during the 
school day. All children will have a reading book, chosen by them, at an appropriate level. These books 
should be 90% readable by the child and the class teacher will monitor this regularly. If children want to read 
a book that is currently beyond their ability level, we will encourage parents to share the book at home with 
them.  
  

Children will be given the opportunity to change their library and stage books as often as needed; this may 
be with an adult or before and after school on specified days. KS2 will independently change their books.   
  

  

https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B6UmflAQcl_bZ3hYSk1oNjZ6cGM&usp=sharing
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Reading Intervention  

Some children will need to read more regularly to an adult as they need more practise and/or they are not 
reading to an adult at home. Class teachers will identify these pupils and they will read to school staff or other 
designated adults on a regular basis.  
  

Learning Environments  

  

Each class has a small library area containing a range of fiction and non-fiction books. These quality texts are 

carefully chosen to cover a wide range of reading interests and abilities. This book area will be as attractive 

and inviting as possible and books should change termly.   

  

Reading at home  

  

Reading regularly at home with parents or carers makes a huge difference to children’s reading ability and 
helps to develop an enthusiasm for reading and life-long love of books. Research shows that it is the single 
most important thing parents can do to help their child's education. Reading aloud improves children’s 
reading ability and their vocabulary; this in turn will feed into the quality of their writing. Discussing what is 
being read also develops comprehension skills.  
  

At Bushbury Lane Academy, we expect every child to have a parent/adult listen to them read for 10-15 
minutes every night (to include reading and discussion of the book). Parents are asked to sign the 
Homework Journal daily.   
  

Assessment  

  

Teachers continually assess children’s reading. Individual reading to a member of staff will be used to analyse 
children’s strengths and weaknesses and to plan future work and targets accordingly. RIC  reading tasks also 
provide assessment opportunities. Children’s attainment and progress is regularly monitored. Reading 
attainment is moderated both within year groups, across the school, across the REAch2 trust and externally 
with the Local Authority.    
  

Testing: In Year 2 and 6, children are given a Reading SAT to test ARE and they experience adventures to 

support the challenge of the test situation.  

  

We also have a variety of additional reading tests available to be used as appropriate. The results of these 

tests can help to inform assessment alongside evidence from guided and independent reading activities.  

  

  


