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Intent 

At Bushbury Lane Academy, our Geography curriculum is designed to develop 

children’s curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will 

remain with them for the rest of their lives. Children investigate a range of 

places – both in Britain and abroad – to help develop their knowledge and 

understanding of the Earth’s physical and human processes. We are committed 

to providing children with opportunities to investigate and make enquiries about 

their local area of Wolverhampton so that they can develop of real sense of 

who they are, their heritage and what makes our local area unique and special. 

We also developing the children’s ability to apply geographical skills to enable to 

confidently communicate their findings and geographical understanding to a 

range of audiences.    

Through high quality teaching, we develop the following essential 

characteristics of geographers:  

• An excellent knowledge of where places are and what they are like, both 

in Britain and the wider world;  

• A comprehensive understanding of the ways in which places are 

interdependent and interconnected;  

• An extensive base of geographical knowledge and vocabulary;  

• Fluency in complex, geographical enquiry and the ability to apply 

questioning skills, as well as effective presentation techniques;  

• The ability to reach clear conclusions and explain their findings;  

• Excellent fieldwork skills as well as other geographical aptitudes and 

techniques;  

• The ability to express well-balanced opinions, rooted in very good 

knowledge and understanding about current issues in society and the 

environment;  

• A genuine interest in the subject and a real sense of curiosity about the 

world and the people who live here.  

 

Implementation 

Teachers are provided with support to plan their curriculum through our 

school’s CPD offer, inset days, staff meetings and working alongside outside 

education providers e.g. Wolverhampton education team and University.  

 

 



As part of this planning process, teachers need to plan the following:   

• A sequence of learning which includes a key question, brilliant beginning, 

skills and knowledge, vocabulary and a fantastic finish;   

• The sequence of lessons for each subject, should have careful planning 

for progression and depth;   

• Trips and visiting experts who will enhance the learning experience;  

• A means to display and celebrate the pupils’ work in their class and 

finally a way to share their learning with parents and the local 

community.  

 

Geography curriculum to be taught at Bushbury Lane Academy 

 Year 1 Year 2 

Investigate the world's continents and oceans. X X 

Investigate the countries and capitals of the United Kingdom. X  

Compare and contrast a small area of the United Kingdom with that of a 

non-European country. 
 X 

Explore weather and climate in the United Kingdom and around the world. X X 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to and describe key physical 

and human features of locations. 

X X 

Use world maps, atlases and globes. X X 

Use simple compass directions. X X 

Use aerial photographs. X X 

Use fieldwork and observational skills. X X 

 

 

 



 Year 

3 

Year 

4 

Year 

5 

Year 

6 

Locate the world's countries, with a focus on Europe 

and countries of particular interest to pupils. 

X X   

Locate the world's countries, with focus on North and 

South America and countries of particular interest to pupils. 

  X X 

Identify key geographical features of the countries of 

the United Kingdom, and show an understanding of how some 

of these aspects have changed over time. 

X X   

Locate the geographic zones of the world.   X X 

Understand the significance of the geographic zones of 

the world. 

  X X 

Understand geographical similarities and differences 

through the study of human and physical geography of a region 

or area of the United Kingdom (different from that taught at 

Key Stage 1). 

X X   

Understand geographical similarities and differences 

through the study of human and physical geography of a region 

or area in a European country. 

X X   

Understand geographical similarities and differences 

through the study of the human and physical geography of 

a region or area within North or South America. 

  X X 

Describe and understand key aspects of: 

 

physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts, rivers, 

mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle 

 

human geography, including: settlements, land use, economic 

activity including trade 

links and the distribution of natural resources including energy, 

food, minerals and 

water supplies. 

X X   

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe features studied. 

X X X X 

Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid 

references, symbols and keys (including the use of Ordnance 

Survey maps) to build knowledge of the United Kingdom and 

the world. 

X X X X 

Use a wide range of geographical sources in order to 

investigate places and patterns. 

X X X X 



Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the 

human and physical features in the local area using a range of 

methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs and digital 

technologies. 

X X X X 

 

Impact  

Our Geography Curriculum is high quality, well thought out and is planned to 

demonstrate progression. If children are keeping up with the curriculum, they 

are deemed to be making good or better progress.  

In addition, we measure the impact of our curriculum through the following 

methods:   

• A reflection on standards achieved against the planned outcomes;   

• A celebration of learning for each term which demonstrates progression 

across the school;   

• Pupil discussions about their learning;   

 


