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Intent 

At Bushbury Lane Academy, we believe that high-quality Music lessons will 

inspire children to think innovatively and develop creative understanding. Our 

music curriculum provides children with opportunities to develop their skills 

using a range of instruments. Children learn the skills of composing, 

performing, improvising, listening and appreciating music genres.  

Implementation    

In music lessons at Bushbury Lane, whole classes of children, from Year 2 to 

Year 6, learn to play a variety of instruments to a high standard with sound 

technique, discovering the enjoyment of making music in a group along the 

way. Each child learns to play keyboard, glockenspiel, melodica, drum kit and 

steel drums. In addition, special workshop days on other instruments such as 

African drums are a feature of our curriculum. Working as a class, children 

learn to compose, improvise and recognise music notation as they develop 

musicality and performance skills.  

Perhaps the jewel in the crown of our music delivery is the London College of 

Music Examinations that take place during the Summer term. This unique 

initiative gives our students real music qualifications, accredited by 

University of West London. In recent years, our older students have already 

achieved Level 4 qualifications, equating to AS Level of the National 

Qualification Framework.  

Music curriculum to be taught at Bushbury Lane Academy 

 Year 1 Year 2 

Use their voices expressively by singing songs and 

speaking chants and rhymes. 

X X 

Play tuned and untuned instruments musically. X X 

Listen with concentration and understanding to a 

range of high-quality live and recorded music. 

X X 

Make and combine sounds using the inter-related 

dimensions of music. 

X X 

 

 Year 3 Year 6 Year 5 Year 4 



Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using 

voice and playing instruments with increasing accuracy, control 

and expression. 

X X X X 

Improvise and compose music using the inter-related 

dimensions of music separately and in combination. 

X X X X 

Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 

increasing aural memory. 

X X X X 

Use and understand the basics of the stave and other 

musical notations. 

X X X X 

Appreciate and understand a wide range of 

high-quality live and recorded music from different traditions 

and from great musicians and composers. 

X X X X 

Develop an understanding of the history of music. X X X X 

 

Impact 

Our music curriculum is fun and enjoyed by learners, well-resourced and 

planned to demonstrate progression through Key Stage 2. In addition, we 

measure the impact of our curriculum through:  

• Pupil discussions about their learning;  

• Monitoring and reflection against subject-specific skills defined in each 

year of study;  

• Children applying their knowledge of music to other areas of the 

curriculum;  

• Children performing to an audience. 

 


